City Council Minutes
April 20, 2015

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 20, 2015
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, April 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Robert Winter, Pamela Winegarner, Stephanie Guy, Cheryl Reichenberger and Mike Kraus with Councilmembers-elect Angela Banz and Doyle Dodd.

Staff members present were William Gondoly, Public Works Director; Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Police Chief; Brad Banz, Fire Chief and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
A.
Approval of the minutes of the March 16, 2015 Council meeting
B.
Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance No. 15-03-03

C.
Approval of the March financial reports

Councilman Kraus moved to approve items A-C.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

3.
SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED COUNCILMEMBERS
Mayor Spexarth thanked Councilman Kraus and Councilwoman Reichenberger for their service on the Council.  Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk administered the oath of office to Robert Winter, Angela Banz, and Doyle Dodd.  Mayor Spexarth welcomed the new Councilmembers.
4.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
There were no citizen comments.
5.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A.
Review of the request to approve the Temporary Special Event Permit for the Colwich Ball Club

Mayor Spexarth reminded Council of the Colwich Ball Club’s annual steak feed scheduled for May 1st and requested they approve the Temporary Special Event Permit, Cereal Malt Beverage license, and waive the distance requirement as allowed by the City Code as the event is within 200 ft. of the assisted living center.

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the Temporary Special Event Permit for the Colwich Ball Club and waive the distance requirement specified in the City Code as the location is within 200 feet of the assisted living center.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the CMB license for the Colwich Ball Club.  Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
B.
Review of the issues with the cost of trash service with Waste Connections to update new Councilmembers

Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the meeting with Waste Connections to discuss potential options for the City to begin billing for trash service and potentially save residents money for their trash service. 

There was extensive discussion regarding the logistics of adding the service to the utility bills, increased workload for city staff, and the various levels of service currently offered by Waste Connections.


The consensus of the Council was to hold a public meeting with Waste Connections in attendance to discuss the matter. 

C.
Review of the request for Council to renew the employee health insurance benefits with Blue Cross and Blue Shield

Mayor Spexarth informed Council of the 1% increase in the insurance rates, and reminded the Council that the City grandfathered out from under the Affordable Healthcare Act meaning that changes would break the grandfather clause and potentially increase the premium 25%.

Councilman Winter moved for the Council to approve the employee health insurance renewal with Blue Cross Blue Shield.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
D.
Review of the request to adopt Ordinance No. 674 adopting the updated Zoning Regulations


Councilmember Banz reviewed the history of the updating of the zoning regulations resulting in the Council remanding the document back to Planning and Zoning in 2013 for a comprehensive rewrite.


Councilmember Banz moved that the Council adopt Ordinance No. 674 adopting the updated Zoning Regulations as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Dodd second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0 with Councilwoman Guy, Councilman Winter, Councilwoman Winegarner, Councilmember Dodd and Councilmember Banz voting yea.
E.
Review of the request to adopt Ordinance No. 675 adopting the updated Subdivision Regulations


Councilwoman Winegarner moved that the Council adopt Ordinance No. 675 adopting the Subdivision Regulations as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Banz second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0 with Councilwoman Guy, Councilman Winter, Councilwoman Winegarner, Councilmember Dodd and Councilmember Banz voting yea.
6.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance Nos. 15-04-01

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the consent agenda as presented. Councilmember Banz second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.
7.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.
Heritage Festival

Ms. Mary Ann Morrison, reported the festival was being worked on and that a fishing derby, to be known as the Bill Scheffler Memorial Fishing Derby, was scheduled for June 13th at the Colwich Memorial Park with hot dogs to be served.  She stated she would be submitting an application with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks for a grant to cover the expenses.
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Guy stated that the committee did not meet in April and that the request for payment for the vault toilet had been submitted for reimbursement.

Councilwoman Guy questioned if the Council wanted to apply for a grant to have rock placed around the lake and questioned the amount the City would allow as a cash match.


Councilman Dodd moved that the Council approve applying for the grant with the city’s portion being $5,000.  Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was discussion regarding the metal equipment in Veteran’s Park needing painting with the Public Works Director instructed to get bids for sandblasting and repainting.

C.
Marketing Committee


There was no report.
D.
Annexation and FEMA Committee –   Councilman Winter reported on the FEMA website to view the changes to take effect with the implementation of the new maps.
E.
Library Board – Mayor Spexarth stated the report was in the packet. 
7.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – Mr. Ben Mabry, City Engineer, reviewed a document compiled with the assistance of the City Clerk showing future projects and their costs to assist Council with proper budgeting and compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.  There was discussion regarding the replacement of the 1st Street lift station, as funds were available with the Council instructing the Public Works Director to work with the City Engineer to develop a plan.
B.
Fire – Chief Brad Banz, Fire Chief presented the monthly report and informed the Council that the brush truck would be going to Ellsworth this week.  He stated that a Firefighter 1 class would begin this Wednesday for interested volunteers.
C.
Public Works – William Gondoly, Public Works Director presented the monthly report.  Mayor Spexarth presented a bid for the placement of a meter on the east side of the creek, but due to the cost, the Public Works Director suggested an alternate test before spending the money for a meter.

Mayor Spexarth presented the bids for the repair of the intersection at Breese and  Marion Aves. with GMAC submitting the best bid in the amount of $11,980 with the suggestion of having the City Engineer review the project and determine if additional work needed to be done further west on Breese Ave.


Councilwoman Winegarner moved that the Council approve GMAC’s bid for the reconstruction of the intersection at Breese and Marian Aves. and authorize the Mayor to approve up to $4,500 for additional work if necessary.  Councilmember Banz second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Spexarth reported that William Simon passed his water certification test and reminded them that customarily Council gave a $.50 per hour raise when staff obtains a new certification.


Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve a $.50 per hour raise for passing the State water exam.  Councilmember Banz second the motion.   Motion carried 5-0.
 

D.
Police Department – Chief Hinkle presented the monthly report.
E.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
F.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and stated that the conversion of the utility billing and court software would be done in late May.  She showed Council the new software associated with the LED sign.
8.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilmember Dodd suggested that the City consider looking into assisting residents in finding the best possible purchase price for their drug program with Medicare using the resources of the Department of Aging.  Ms. Brooks stated she would contact the Department of Aging to find out more information about the program.
Mayor Spexarth reminded the Council of the garage sales Saturday, April 25th, Citywide clean up May 2nd, and the K-96 meeting on July 17th being hosted in Colwich.  He presented a list of items placed on Purplewave for sale.
9.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Spexarth requested an executive session for discussion of non-elected personnel for a period of 10 minutes for everyone at the table being the Mayor, Council, City Attorney and the Fire Chief.  
Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council move into executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel for a period of 10 minutes for everyone at the table being the Mayor, Council, City Attorney, and the Fire Chief beginning at 8:50 p.m.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilwoman Winegarner moved that the Council move out of executive session at 9:00 p.m. Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilmember Banz moved that the Council move into regular session at 9:00 p.m.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve giving Michael Rau a $.50 per hour raise for completion of his six-month training period and prorate the raise back to his six-month anniversary date.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion. Motion carried 5-0.  
10.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilmember Banz moved for adjournment at 9:03 p.m. Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted 
Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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