City Council Minutes
March 16, 2015

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 16, 2015
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Mike Kraus, Robert Winter, Stephanie Guy, Cheryl Reichenberger and Pam Winegarner. 
Staff members present were William Gondoly, Public Works Director; Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Police Chief; Brad Banz, Fire Chief and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance with Fr. Hoisington presenting the invocation. 

2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
There were no notices or communications.
3.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Ms. Kinzie Guy, 327 S 2nd, presented a fund raising project for the HSO organization asking Council to consider purchasing trash bags for City or personal use.
4.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A.
Review of the 2015 insurance renewal with Madrigal and Associates, Tony Madrigal

Mayor Spexarth stated that Mr. Madrigal was not present to discuss the renewal of the City’s liability insurance.  He stated that the renewal showed a 2% increase over the 2014 premium. 

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve $45,704 for the insurance.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
B.
Review of the bids for the LED sign

Mayor Spexarth reported on the pre-bid meeting held with five vendors present.  He stated there were two bids received for the LED sign with LED Sign Co. submitting the best bid at $20,950.  The LED Sign Co. representative was present to discuss the operations and various aspects of the sign.

Councilwoman Reichenberger moved that the Council approve the bid for an LED sign in the amount of $21,500.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
C.
Review of the request to approve the appointments to the Planning Commission


Mayor Spexarth informed the Council of three vacancies on the Planning Commission and recommended the following individuals to fill the positions:  Shawn Witherspoon, Shannon Gould, and Mary Ann Morrison.


Councilman Kraus moved to uphold the recommendation of Mayor Spexarth and approve Mary Ann Morrison, Shannon Gould, and Shawn Witherspoon to the Planning Commission.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
5.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Approval of the minutes of the February 16, 2015 Council meeting

B.
Approval of the Appropriations Ordinance Nos. 15-02 and 15-03
C.
Approval of the February financial reports
D.
Approval of the retail liquor license for Colwich Discount Liquor

E.
Approval of the fireworks permit for the Colwich Lions Club

Councilwoman Guy moved that the Council approve the consent agenda as presented. Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.
6.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.
Heritage Festival

Ms. Mary Ann Morrison, Chairperson, reported the theme of the festival was “Hats Off To Our Heros”, that Lubbers would be sponsoring the car show with Rustic Realty, and that parade and car show coordinators were still needed.  She stated the next meeting would be April 15th.
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Guy stated that the committee did not meet in February and that the vault toilet was open for business.
C.
Marketing Committee


There was no report.
D.
Annexation and FEMA Committee –   Councilman Winter reported on attending the FEMA meeting at the Sedgwick County Extension Office and highlighted some of the changes to take effect with the implementation of the new maps.
E.
Library Board – Mayor Spexarth stated the report was in the packet. 
7.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – There was no report.
B.
Fire – Chief Brad Banz, Fire Chief presented the monthly report and informed the Council that the brush truck would be going to Ellsworth this week.
C.
Public Works – William Gondoly, Public Works Director presented the monthly report.  Council asked Mr. Gondoly to contact the County about repairs needed at 1st and Chicago, get a price and schedule the street work to be done at Marion and Breese Aves.

Councilman Kraus reported on the attempt to discover the high water loss and stated the shutting down of well two revealed that there was not a problem.  It was suggested to shut well one down and report at the next meeting what the cost would be for a meter to be installed on the east side of the creek. 
D.
Police Department – Chief Hinkle presented the monthly report.
E.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
F.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and stated that the conversion to the new software was completed mid-February with utility bill and court conversions taking place in May.
8.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilman Kraus questioned who would be the code enforcement officer now that Councilwoman Reichenberger would no longer be on Council.  
Councilman Kraus moved that the Council turn the code enforcement duties back to the Public Works Department.  Councilwoman Guy second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilman Winter questioned that status on the information needed for the upkeep of the water tower.  Mr. Gondoly stated he would be getting information at the Rural Water Association meeting.
Councilman Winter questioned the status of the Waste Connections issue.  Mayor Spexarth stated that he wanted to wait until the new Councilmembers took office before holding a public meeting.

Mayor Spexarth thanked the Council for the LED sign.

9.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Spexarth requested an executive session for discussion of non-elected personnel for a period of 15 minutes for everyone at the table being the Mayor, Council, and City Attorney.  
Councilwoman Reichenberger moved that the Council move into executive session for the discussion of non-elected personnel for a period of 15 minutes for everyone at the table being the Mayor, Council, and City Attorney beginning at 7:50 p.m.  Councilwoman Winegarner second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council move out of executive session at 8:05 p.m. Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council move into regular session at 8:05 p.m.  Councilman Winter second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve giving all employees a 2% raise with the exception of Michael Rau and Nicholas Piatt.  Councilman Winter second the motion.

Motion carried 5-0.  
10.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilwoman Guy moved for adjournment at 8:07 p.m. Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Motion approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted 
Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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