City Council Minutes
January 20, 2014

The following are subject to modification and are not official minutes until approved by the Governing Body.

CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER

310 S. 2ND STREET

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 17, 2014
7:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth on Monday, February 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to order. 
ATTENDANCE
Present were Mayor Terrence D. Spexarth, Councilmembers Cheryl Reichenberger, Sharon Scroggins, Mike Kraus, Daniel Thurnau and Chase Blasi.
Staff members present were Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney; Mark Hinkle, Chief of Police; Brad Banz, Fire Chief; William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Superintendent, Ben Mabry, City Engineer and Diana Brooks, City Clerk.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Spexarth led the audience, staff and Council in the Pledge of Allegiance with Fr. Hoisington giving the invocation.  Mayor Spexarth recessed the meeting at 7:02 p.m. to the parking lot to look at the newly remodeled Quint Fire Truck and a potential utility vehicle for the Public Works Department.
Mayor Spexarth reconvened the meeting at 7:15 p.m. welcoming the candidates running for office at the April 1st Election.
2.
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
There were no notices or communications.
3.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
There were no citizen comments
4.
PURCHASE REQUESTS AND ITEMS NEEDING COUNCIL ACTION
A. Review of the request to consider approving Work Order 14-01 from PEC to update the city maps
Mr. Ben Mabry, City Engineer stated the proposal would provide updates to the base, utility, and all necessary zoning maps.  Ms. Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk provided examples of the maps to be included in the update.  
Councilman Kraus moved that the Council approve the proposal from PEC to provide the City with new maps at the cost of $2,500.  Councilman Thurnau second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
5.
CONSENT AGENDA
A.
Approval of minutes of the January 20, 2014 regular Council meeting 

B.
Appropriations Ordinance Nos. 14-01-02 and 14-02-01

C.
Approval of the January financial reports

Councilman Thurnau moved that the Council approve the consent agenda items A-C.  Councilman Blasi second the motion.  Upon a call vote, the motion was approved 5-0.
6.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – Read and file
A.
Heritage Festival

Ms. Mary Ann Morrison, Chairperson, reported on the committee’s first meeting where they discussed changing the parade route, Councilwoman Scroggins agreeing to coordinate the parade, with continued discussion whether to move the festival to Colwich Memorial Park and the drawbacks known at this time.  There was discussion regarding the costs involved in having a carnival and a tournament if dates could be worked out with the ball club. 
B.
Park Committee


Councilwoman Scroggins reported that there were more trees to be planted at the park, that the trash cans were ordered, and reviewed the bid for the shelter house with Councilman Kraus offering to contact a contractor for an alternate bid.

Councilwoman Scroggins reported that the grant for the recycled benches was turned in by February 1st and thanked Stephanie Guy for her work on the grant.  She reported that the high school shop teacher was not able to accept the project of making the five-foot benches with the military emblems on them due to the limitations the shop class had with time and processes and she suggested purchasing the benches at $450 per bench from Mr. Bell.  The consensus of the Council was to sell the benches to the public.

Councilwoman Scroggins reported that the sign was cost prohibitive and the committee was considering looking at a wood sign as an alternative.

7.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

A.
City Engineer – Mr. Ben Mabry, City Engineer, reminded the Council of the meeting he attended on January 23rd at Sedgwick County Public Works to review the revised FEMA floodplain maps.  He reviewed the handout distributed at that meeting, the timeframe for making the map effective and detailed the areas added and the impact the changes would have on property owners located in and around Colwich. 

Mr. Mabry reviewed the map with the changes as presented at the workshop. Ms. Brooks stated that they met with Renwick School and notified Colwich Ball Club of the impact the changes would have on the property they were selling.  Mr. Mabry explained the methods property owners would have to use to prove their properties were not included in the flood plain. Ms. Brooks discussed the changes in the area considered for annexation with the Council directing the City Clerk to concentrate efforts on properties not in the proposed change area.
B.
Library – Mayor Spexarth stated that it was a consensus that Ms. Kraus would attend three times a year otherwise a report would suffice.
C.
Fire – Chief Banz presented the monthly report and outlined the work performed on the Quint by the mechanics team from Ellsworth Correctional Center and informed the Council of the resignation of Brett Herrman.  

Chief Banz requested to approve Brett Herrman as assistant chief to do the paperwork necessary and remain as a volunteer on the Fire Department.


Councilman Blasi moved that the Council approve opening the position to the volunteer firefighters before advertising the position with a pay range between $12 and $14 per hour and appoint Brett Herrman as assistant fire chief at $200 per month until July.  Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0.
D.
Public Works –William Gondoly, Interim Public Works Superintendent presented the monthly report and discussed the snow removal protocols.  There was discussion regarding the status of the search for a tractor, and the bids received for the utility vehicle ranging from between $6,200 for used to $19,000 for new.  

Councilman Blasi moved that the Council approve up to $7,500 for the purchase of a utility vehicle.  Councilwoman Reichenberger second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
E.
Police Department – Police Chief Mark Hinkle presented the monthly report.   
F.
City Attorney – Mr. Stanley Juhnke, City Attorney, had nothing to report.  
G.
City Clerk - Ms. Brooks presented the monthly report and the summary of the work done on annexation.  Ms. Brooks reported on the brochure being developed to market the community, comprehensive work on the website, and organizing a mixer to get involved with the businesses in an attempt to partner in growing their businesses.
8.
GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
Councilwoman Reichenberger asked that the City sign have something on it at all times and Mayor Spexarth questioned the Council’s wishes regarding the sign.  The Council’s consensus was to support the purchase of an LED sign and develop a plan to sell advertising to assist in paying for the costs involved.  She reported that there were 30 kindergarten students enrolled for 2014-2015 school year.
Mayor Spexarth recommended that the Council appoint Stan Gegen to the Planning Commission and stated that Bob Hein declined reappointment to the commission.
Councilman Blasi moved that the Council uphold the recommendation of Mayor Spexarth and appoint Stan Gegen to the Planning Commission.  Councilwoman Scroggins second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion was approved 5-0. 
12.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – if needed
No executive session was needed.
13.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Councilwoman Reichenberger moved for adjournment at 9:20 p.m. Councilman Kraus second the motion.  Upon a call vote the motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted

Diana K. Brooks, City Clerk
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